
TAUNTON – Before there was an in-
dustrial park, and before there was a
Paul A. Dever State School, Taunton
was home to a place that was its own
little city within the city:

Camp Myles Standish.
It was the point of embarkation for

more than a million servicemen during
WWII, and also the place where many
Americans came home from fighting
overseas.

The camp also included theaters,
and a rec hall, among many other ame-
nities.

Once, the Boston Red Sox even came
to play an exhibition game against the
Camp Myles Standish team at Hope-
well Park.

A city within a city

Camp Myles Standish in Taunton is pictured in September of 1945.
PROVIDED BY CHARLES E. CROWLEY PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTER AT THE OLD COLONY HISTORY MUSEUM

Kristina Fontes
The Taunton Daily Gazette
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See CAMP, Page 2A

CURIOUS TAUNTON

This grotto, on John Quincy Adams Road in the Myles Standish Industrial Park in
Taunton, was built in 1943 by Italian co-belligerents held at Camp Myles
Standish. KRISTINA FONTES/TAUNTON GAZETTE

Camp Myles Standish was WWII POW camp,
point of embarkation and more
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Heat pump installations are sweeping Massachusetts as residents 
across the Commonwealth begin to realize the savings that come with 
transitioning their heat off of fossil fuels. Some customers benefit 
more than others though, because even though air source heat pumps 
(often called mini-splits) are extraordinarily efficient, residents are 
still subject to whatever their local electricity rate may be.

Many customers felt the heat over the past few months, as Eversource 
and National Grid electric rates jumped as high as 39 cents/kWh, with 
prices for natural gas and oil spiking as well. The average residential 
electricity rate in Massachusetts last year was about 26 cents/kWh, 

*Prices accessed via www.eia.gov, eversource.com
and www.selco.shrewsburyma.gov

Municipal Power 
Customers
Pay Less For Heat 
Pump Operation

(774) 409-6524Call now to start 
saving money!

however towns like Shrewsbury and Taunton 
which have municipally owned power companies 
can see rates as much as 50% cheaper*. This 
gives residents in these communities an additional 
incentive to switch their heating & cooling system 
to hyper-efficient electric heat pumps.

The good news for all rate payers is that heat 
pumps come in all shapes and sizes. Got ductwork? 
Great, you can easily install a central heat pump 
connected to your existing ducts. 

No ducts? No problem. Tens of thousands of 
homeowners throughout New England already use 
ductless heat pumps as their primary heat source, 
and pay lower utility bills as a result.

SUBSCRIBER-EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE

MOVING FORWARD AFTER VIETNAM

TAUNTON – Local author Kerrin Wil-
lis is once more shining a spotlight on
some of Taunton’s history with her lat-
est novel, “Strange Arithmetic.”

Willis released her first novel, “Iron &
Fire,” in 2022, also set in Taunton: it’s a
Colonial era romance set amidst King
Philip’s War.

“Strange Arithmetic” is a little closer
to our era.

Jumping between the 1940s during
the height of WWII to the year 2016,
“Strange Arithmetic” is about a love that
transcends decades and heartbreaking
hardships. It’s also packed with meticu-
lous research, and features other local
landmarks, like St. Mary’s Church and
the Roseland Ballroom.

What is ‘Strange Arithmetic’
about?

One of the protagonists, Maggie
O’Callaghan, begins working at Camp

Myles Standish, the embarkation depot
for more than 1.5 million soldiers going
overseas to fight in WWII.

The camp also held German prison-
ers of war, and Italian “co-belligerents,”
so classified under the Geneva Conven-
tion because by the time they were
brought to the camp, Italy had already
surrendered.

Maggie meets an Italian co-belliger-
ent named Leonardo Castiglione, and
it’s not long before the two fall in love.

Taunton love story travels back to
Camp Myles Standish in the 1940s
Kristina Fontes
The Taunton Daily Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Kerrin Willis, of Taunton, is the author
of “Strange Arithmetic.” PROVIDED See LOVE STORY, Page 3A

More than half a million urinary
tract infections in the U.S. each year
may be caused by E. coli strains from
meat products, a new study reported
Thursday.

Using a new genomic approach to
track the origins of E. coli infections,
researchers from George Washington
University estimated that 480,000 to
640,000 UTIs may be caused by the
foodborne bacteria, according to the
analysis published in the peer-re-
viewed journal One Health.

“There’s lots of studies showing
that when most people have a bladder
infection, it’s caused by the same kind
of E. coli that they have in their gut,”
said senior author Lance B. Price,
founder and co-director of George
Washington University’s Antibiotic
Resistance Action Center. “But where
do they come from and how do they get
into our guts? ... We tried to set out and
quantify that.”

Meat you
eat may
cause UTIs,
new study
suggests
The findings could have
important implications
for the country’s food
supply and regulators

A study based in Flagstaff, Ariz.,
determined that about 8% of E. coli
urinary tract infections in the area
could be linked to meat. GETTY IMAGES

See UTI, Page 5A

Adrianna Rodriguez
USA TODAY
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Meanwhile, closer to our present day,
Niamh Reilly and her wife Christine are
hoping to start a family of their own.
While dealing with fertility problems,
Niamh, who wants a family more than
anything, takes a DNA test and discovers
that she has far more relatives than she
thought.

Niamh begins a journey that will lead
her to discover not only a family that
loves and cherishes her, but exactly what
happened to the great love shared be-
tween Leo and Maggie.

Kerrin Willis has strong family
history in Taunton

Willis’ own history with Taunton runs
deep.

“I’m a fourth generation Tauntonian
on my dad’s side, so I grew up on stories
from Taunton’s past,” Willis told the
Taunton Daily Gazette. “My grandfather
Francis J. O’Boy ran a market in town,
and was the city’s tax collector for a
while.”

And she’s got family connections to
Camp Myles Standish as well.

“Last summer, when I asked my Uncle
Paul to clarify some details about Taun-
ton in the 1940s for me, one of the things
he mentioned is that his father worked
the counter in one of the laundries at
Camp Myles Standish part-time to help
with the war effort,” Willis said.

One of Maggie’s more memorable ex-
periences working at the camp’s laundry
in the novel comes from her grandfa-
ther’s real-life experience:

“Maggie’s comment about the uni-
forms smelling like someone who had
been dead in them for several days is a
direct quote from him.”

The other characters in Maggie’s fam-
ily were also influenced by Willis’ rela-
tives: her great-grandmother, Agnes
McCaffrey, and her father and uncles,
Frank, Paul and Joe O’Boy.

“As for Niamh’s timeline, I’d love to
take credit for it, but I’m not sure where it
came from,” Willis said. “Niamh is one of
those characters who shows up in an au-
thor’s head fully formed and proceeds to
take over the story.”

Researching ‘Strange Arithmetic’
was ‘a joy’

Willis, who is a 1998 Coyle and Cassidy

graduate, also has a BA in English from
Stonehill College, an MA in English from
Simmons, and will be earning her MFA in
fiction writing from Southern New
Hampshire University in 2024. Willis is
also a member of The History Quill and
The Alliance for Independent Authors
(ALLI).

She’s also an English teacher and a
mother of two.

“Most of my writing is done in the
school pick up line, in the stands at gym-
nastics practice, or in the middle of the
night,” Willis said.

In comparison with the inherent diffi-
culties of researching 17th-century Taun-
ton for her first novel, Willis said the writ-
ing and research processes for “Strange
Arithmetic” were “a joy to complete.”

“In comparison, there is a wealth of in-
formation on the 1940s!” Willis said. “I
went through old copies of the Gazette on
microfiche at the Taunton library, I did
some research at the OCHM, I inter-
viewed family members, and I scoured
the internet for anything I could find on
the time period.”

‘Strange Arithmetic’ available at
local bookshops

“Strange Arithmetic,” which is self-
published, is now available in local book-
stores.

The book was released on Tuesday,
March 21, and is available through Read-

more Books at 330 Winthrop St.
It will also be available at An Unlikely

Story, 111 South St. in Plainville, where
Willis gave an author’s talk on March 21.

“Strange Arithmetic” will be available
everywhere books are sold, in paperback,
e-book, and audiobook editions.

Old Colony History museum hosts
book release party

A release party for the book was also
held at the Old Colony History Museum,
66 Church Green, on Saturday, March 25.

At the event, Willis talked about her
inspirations for the book, there were ap-
petizers, as well as live music from Greg
Luzitano. Guests also had the chance to
check out OCHM’s collection, including
items related to Camp Myles Standish,
Willis noted.

Old Colony History Museum Director
Katie MacDonald said that OCHM has “a
number of items from Camp Myles Stan-
dish on display,” and that the museum’s
entire military room is being re-installed.

Keep up with Kerrin Willis’ work

Willis said she has several events

scheduled at local libraries over the next
few months, and that readers can buy a
signed copy of the book at all of these
events.

For a full schedule of events and up-
dates, visit www.kerrinwillis.com or fol-
low Willis on Instagram @KerrinWrites.

And there will be more from Willis on
the horizon: she’s working on a novel
about a young woman who disguises
herself as a man to get a job on a 19th-
century whaling ship out of New Bed-
ford.

“I want my writing to highlight the
stories of the strong women who came
before us,” Willis said. “The characters
themselves are fictional, but their strug-
gles and experiences are not. So much
of history is told from the male perspec-
tive, and I want to explore the female ex-
perience that might otherwise be lost to
history.”

Taunton Daily Gazette/Herald News
copy editor and digital producer Kristi-
na Fontes can be reached at
kfontes@heraldnews.com . Support lo-
cal journalism by purchasing a digital
or print subscription to The Herald
News and Taunton Daily Gazette today.

Love story
Continued from Page 1A

“Strange Arithmetic” was written by
Taunton author Kerrin Willis. PROVIDED

BY KERRIN WILLIS


